
22nd Annual American Legion Veterans’ Day Race 
 

Wednesday, 11 Nov 1959 at Legion Hall in Uptown – Butte High’s Head Start on Smithers’ Plaque. 
 

 

 

 

Pictured Above: Runners milling about prior to the race. 
 
Left: Race winner Stewart Stadler of Butte High, shown with sweat-suit moistened, finished just a single second shy of 

the existing course record of 15:57 that was set by Maroon, Chuck Smith in 1952. Stadler ran the entire race alone in first 
place, and he finished one and a half blocks ahead of the next runner.  

 
There were 15 runners from Butte High, 9 from Butte Central and 1 independent.  
 
Robert Kingsbury who ran for Butte High last year and who is now a member of the US Marine Corps competed as an 

unaffiliated athlete.  Kingsbury arranged his military leave so that he could take part in the race. He did not place among 
the top six scoring runners.  

 
Awards ceremony pictured in bottom right corner (from left): C. Owen Smithers; 1, Stewart Stadler, BH, 16:01; 2, 
Matt Riley, BH; 3, Bill Krier, BH; 4, Allen O’Leary, BC; 5, Curt Peterson, BH; 6, Bill Kasum, BH.   
 
Additional runners:   
BH: Tom Downey, Larry Jessen, Harlan Rigby, Jerry Ball, John Laramie, Holt Corette, Reid Robinson, Alvin Baker, 
Dennis Saylor, Dave Koskimaki. 
BC: Andy Hovan, Martin Ueland, Mike Lowney, Jim Ceserani, Joe Shea, John O’Donnell, Jim McArthur, Mark Canty. 
 

HS Boys’ 2.7 mile Team Scores: Butte High, 18; Butte Central, 3. 
  

This was the first year of team scoring for the events’ new 7-year plaque, which is named in honor of the race’s co-
founder and present chairman C. Owen Smithers, Sr. (shown below presenting Stadler’s individual award). 

 
Butte High started the 7-year scoring contest fast with today’s substantial 18 to 3 victory over Butte Central.   
 
Smithers was a miler in his youth at Flathead High in an era when the 5280-foot distance was the longest race contested 

interscholastically in Montana, and he was later a collegiate distance runner at State University in Missoula. 
  

Smithers, a veteran of both World Wars, has previously acted as the American Legion 
Commander, and it was in that role, in 1934, that Smithers joined efforts with School of 
Mines football coach  
Charles McAuliffe to 
form this race a part of 
the Armistice Day 
festivities.  

 
Smithers and his son C. 

Owen Smithers Jr. own 
and operate a commercial 
photography business 
that lies one-half block 
off the race’s finishing 
straight, which passes 
through the canyon-like 
corridors of historic 
Uptown Butte streets. 

 

 


