19" Annual American Legion Veterans’ Day Race

Saturday, 10 Nov 1956 at Legion Hall in Uptown Butte

For the first time in
all of the 19 Veterans’
Day Races, the event
was held on a day other
than November 11", It
was changed to
Saturday, November
10" to accommodate
Sunday church services.

The Saturday race
date may have
improved spectator
participation as was
indicated in the
Montana Standard
report “One of the
largest crowds in many
years witnessed the race.
Several hundred were
assembled at Legion
Hall for the start and
finish, and scores of
others watched along
the race route.”

Pictured at right is
the Butte Central team
both before and after
the start of the race.
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Robert Morgan, pictured above breaking the finish Awards ceremony pictured from left: C. Owen Smithers (holding Pachico Cup); 1, Robert

tape, led Butte High to victory over Central by a Morgan, BH, 16:34; 2, Geoff Chance, BH; 3, Kim Port, BH; 4, Steve Killen, BH; 5, Dan Rosa,
score of 18 to 3. BC; 6, Mike Lavelle, BC; Martin Kearney.

Robert Morgan won the race by taking the lead within the first few blocks and then he never allowed another runner to front him, despite being
challenged at times by teammates Chance and Port, who ended up second and third, respectively. At the end, Morgan had gained a half-block lead over
Chance, and his winning time was 16:34.

Butte Central’s Mike McGrady did not place among the scoring runners but he did give a complete effort as was proven when he collapsed after crossing
the finish line. McGrady was moved to the shelter of the Legion Hall to recuperate and he eventually left there without assistance.

Butte High’s 18 to 3 scoring edge helped the Bulldogs stretch to a more comfortable lead over the Maroons’ in their ongoing 11-year contest to decide
final ownership of the Jack Pachico Cup. Butte High now leads the series score 105-84, with just two years remaining in the contest. Central must win
decisively each of the remaining two years to claim the prize.

47 runners (24 Maroons & 23 Purples) completed the race.
Team Scores: Butte High, 18; Butte Central, 3.

Others who were registered to race:

BH: Gordon Bacon, Richard Pohto, Claude Huber, Ted Byrnes, Jim Campbell, Joel Kangas, Don Spolar, Robert Knievel [A decade later this boy became
the daredevil known as “Evel”], Tom Burton, Joe Stimpson, Ed Soret, Reed Grant, John Wulf [Decades later this boy became the lovable Godfather of
Butte’s Piss & Moan Running Club known as “Wulfman”], Jerry Keller, Bob Hauck, Tom Henderson, Robert McCarthy, William Saam, O’Brien (no first
name given), Jack Colvin, Jerry Kneebone, Richard Penaluna.

BC: Ralph McCaughey, Frank Panisko, Ray Martinich, John O’Donnell, Carl Ruckwardt, John Maloughney, Dan Sullivan, Mike McGrady, Jim Hannifin,
Ed Canty, Bill Harrington, Marcus Canty.



